“Approved For Release 2006/08/08 : CIA-RDP82-00457R011800310005-6

-
-~
-

-, e
SR A
- \iﬂ, PR CENTRAL INTELL IGENCE AGENCY
AW .

CLASSIFICATION SECRET
SECURITY INFORMATION

INFORMATION REPORT rerorrivo. [ | 25

CD NO.

COUNTRY Bamania , : ' _ DATE DISTR. 12 May 1952

P5X1  SUBJECT State Consigmment Shops " NO. OF PAGES 2

NO. OF ENCLS.
(USTED BELOW)
SUPPLEMENT TO 25X1
REPORT NO.

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS 1NFORMATION AFFECTISG THE NATIOMAL DEFENSE :

OFf TRE WRITES STATES, WITHIN THE WEANING OF TITLE 18, SECTIONS 793 .

AND 796, OF THE W.S. COBE, AS ANENDED. TS TRANSHMISSI0N OR REVE- THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

5X1 LATION OF ITS.CONTENTS TO OR RECEIPT BY AN URANYNORIZED PERSOR IS
PRORIAITED AY Lm.  THE REPRODOCTION OF THIS FORM IS PROSIBITED.

l. Prior to the monetary reform owners of valuable articles such as -
china, silver, jewelry, and carpets had consigned these to special
state shops for sale on a commission basis, Immediately following
the currency reform, these state shops bought the consigned articles
in new lei at prices based on the official exchange rate, for ex—
.ample an article previously valued at 50,000 lei was bought by the
shop for 137.50 new lei. '

2, The State Consignment Shops which instituted this "forced sale®
procedure had closed for two or three days before the monetary
reform went into effect, thus depriving the owners of consigned
articles of their right to withdraw their valuables. This device
caused a considerable number of persons to lose what in many cases
were last vestiges of personal property and to accept currency :
which had a much smaller purchasing power.

3. Soviet military officers, botk in uniform and in civilian dress,
were avid purchasers of various valuable articles from the special
state shops at extremely low prices. These buyers were interested

principally in furs, jewelry, planos and carpets. 25X1
5X1 E | Soviet personnel statione: a
ew of the monelary reform for some time before it went into
effect.
5X1 he | |a short time before the currency

reform drivers employed by the Ministry of Interior made consider-
able purchases of rugs and carpsts from tre

These purchases were made for the Ministry. 25X1
5X1 Dhe rugs were to be used in furnishing a sanatorium located
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on the outskirts of O%,openi. According to rumor, however, this
building is not & sanatorium but in reality is & haven for high
government, cfficials,
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